THE   SHAKERS

the obsession from time to time of nearly all the
community. Everyone, man and woman, proved to
be open to spirit possession. The invaders only
came, however, after asking permission, and at such
intervals as did not interfere with the work of the
community. The chief visitants were Red Indian
spirits, who came collectively as a tribe. " One or
two elders might be in the room below, and there
would be a knock at the door and the Indians would
ask whether they might come in. Permission being
given, a whole tribe of Indian spirits would troop into
the house, and in a few minutes you would hear
'Whoop!' here and cWhoop V there all over the house."
The whoops emanated,"of course, from the vocal organs
of the Shakers themselves, but while under the Indian
control they would talk Indian among themselves,
dance Indian dances, and in all ways show that they
were really possessed by the Redskin spirits.

One may well ask why should these North
American aborigines play so large a part not only in
the inception, but in the continuance of this move-
ment ? There are few physical mediums in this
country, as well as in America, who have not a Red
Indian guide, whose photograph has not infrequently
been obtained by psychic means, still retaining his
scalp-locks and his robes. It is one of the many
mysteries which we have still to solve. We can only
say for certain, from our own experience, that such
spirits are powerful in producing physical phenomena,
but that they never present the higher teaching which
comes to us either from European or from Oriental
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